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Preface 
 
The City of Big Rapids enjoys a diverse range of recreation facilities.  Yet, in order to 
maintain and enhance the quality of life for its residents, the Parks and Recreation 
Department, with the support of the City Commission, must continue to play a proactive 
role in the delivery of recreation, parks and other leisure activities. 
 
This document is intended to serve as a guide in the planning for future recreation 
opportunities, services and implementation.  Population shifts, new developments and 
changing attitudes towards recreation and leisure activities have added additional 
pressures to the City’s existing parks and recreation system, thus increasing the need for 
both short and long range planning.  Many of the recommendations, including some 
maintenance issues, aesthetics, landscape enhancements, and pedestrian safety 
improvements can be implemented easily and at a relatively low cost.  Other 
recommendations such as land acquisition, facility expansions and construction are more 
involved.  This plan lays the foundation upon which these activities can build. 

This document updates and replaces the plan adopted in 1999.  It is consistent with and 
can serve as a supplement to the community Master Plan.  This plan includes goals and 
objectives to be realized in the next 5 years.  It identifies facilities and services desired by 
the Big Rapids’ community, and shows a course of action that will move us toward the 
stated goals.  It is a combined effort of many people, and speaks to the commitment and 
desire to work together toward improving parks and recreation for area residents and 
visitors. 

The purposes of the 5-Year Parks and Recreation Plan are to: 

• Describe physical and social aspects of the community which impact decisions 
related to parks and recreation  

• Inventory and evaluate current parks and recreation resources and facilities 
available to the public  

• Determine local recreation standards and citizens desires for improving parks and 
recreation services  

• State goals and objectives that will be used to develop a strategy for providing 
quality recreation opportunities for community residents and visitors  

• List actions to be taken in the next five years to work toward meeting local 
recreation goals  

The following principles were considered in forming this Parks and Recreation Plan: 

1. All people should have access to recreation activities and facilities regardless of age, 
sex, income, cultural background, housing environment or physical disability. 

2. Public recreation should be coordinated with other community recreation opportunities 
to avoid duplication and encourage innovation and diversification. 
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3. Public recreation must be integrated with other public services, such as education, 
health, utilities and roads and public safety. 

4. Facilities should be adaptable to future requirements for access, multiple use, etc.  This 
is especially important for planning new facilities. 

5. Facilities and programs should be financially feasible at all stages of development; 
operation and maintenance place a greater (long-term) financial burden on the 
municipality than the initial capital cost. 

6. Citizens should be involved in the recreation planning process. 

7. Planning should be an ongoing process, involving constant evaluation of the 
recommendations and making changes when and where needed. 

8. Local and regional plans should be integrated where applicable. 
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Chapter 1: 
Community Description 
 
Mecosta County lies in West/Central portion of Michigan’s Lower Peninsula.  It is 
located 55 miles north of Grand Rapids (See Figure 1). 
 

    
   Figure 1 
 
The City of Big Rapids is located in northwestern Mecosta County (See Figure 2) and is 
the County Seat.   Big Rapids is the largest city within a 40 mile radius and is home to 
Ferris State University, Mecosta County Medical Center and the areas primary 
commercial and industrial development.    
 
This plan is for the parks and recreation facilities and recreation programming for the 
City of Big Rapids.  However, it must be recognized the City’s park system and 
recreation program are used by residents throughout Mecosta County as well as 
surrounding counties.  This fact demands that the City of Big Rapids approach its park 
and recreation planning with a broader view then might otherwise be needed.  The City 
also works closely with the Big Rapids Public Schools and the facilities and 
programming that they offer must be considered when planning for future park and 
recreation needs.   
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      Figure 2 
 
A) DEMOGRAPHICS 
 
There are numerous factors that must be considered when programming park location and 
expansion as well as recreation programs.  Demographic information such as population, 
age, education level, housing types and employment are all crucial components in 
understanding the recreation needs of a community.   
 
Population:  The City of Big Rapids population growth rate slightly decreased from 1990 
to 2000.  This loss in population can be attributed in part to the detachment election of 
1991 as well as to changing University enrollment and local economic trends.  In the very 
recent past University enrollment has increased and numerous local industries have added 
jobs.  The loss of population to the City has definitely stabilized and is now on the 
incline.  Table 1 details the population change for The City of Big Rapids, Big Rapids 
Township and Mecosta County from 1990-2000.    
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Table 1 
General Population  
Big Rapids and Mecosta County 
1990 and 2000 
 
 

Community 
 

1990 
 

2000 
 

% Change 
1990-2000 

 
Big Rapids 

 
12,603 

 
10,849 

 
-16.2% 

 
Big Rapids Township 

 
3,100 

 
3,249 

 
+4.3% 

 
Mecosta County 

 
37,308 

 
40,553 

 
+8.7% 

 Source: U.S. Census, 1990 and 2000 
 
Age Distribution: Table 2 provides information regarding the age distribution of Big 
Rapids’ population in 2000, along with State and County distributions. Table 5 indicates 
a dramatic difference in the age distribution within the City of Big Rapids and the age 
distribution throughout the County and the State.  Table 3 provides similar information, 
showing the median age of the City, County and State.   
 
The City of Big Rapids has a very young population with over 60% of the community 
between the ages of 5 and 24.  Mecosta County and the State have 36.4% and 28.8% 
respectively.  This dramatic difference is attributable to the fact that Big Rapids is the 
home of Ferris State University.   
 
Table 2 
Population Age Distribution  
Big Rapids, Mecosta County and Michigan 
 

 
                    Percentage of 2000 Population 

 
 
      Age Group 

 
        Big Rapids 

 
  Mecosta County 

 
       Michigan 

Under 5 5.3% 6.0% 6.8% 
5-19 27.9% 23.2% 22.3% 
20-24 33.0% 13.2% 6.5% 
25-44 17.3% 23% 29.8% 
45-54 5.7% 11.7% 13.8% 
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55-64 3.4% 9.8% 8.7 
65+ 7.4% 13.2% 12.3% 
Source: U.S. Census, 2000 
 
The data in Table 3 is the age distribution of the Big Rapids population. The median age 
in 1990 is unknown, but in 2000 it was 21.8.  The overall county median age is 31.9, 
followed by the state median age of 35.5.  
 
Table 3 
Median Age Trends  
Big Rapids, Mecosta County and Michigan  
1990 and 2000 
 

 
Big Rapids 

 

1990 2000 

 
Mecosta County

2000 

 
Michigan 

2000 

 
Median Age (years) 

 
(x) 

 
21.8 

 
31.9 

 
35.5              

 
Under 18 

 
10.7% 

 
15.2% 

 
22.5 

 
26.1 

 
65 and over 

 
8.6% 

 
7.4% 

 
13.2 

 
12.3 

Source: U.S. Census, 1990 and 2000 
 
Ethnic Composition: According to the U.S. Census data, the City of Big Rapids is 
approximately 84% White and 11% Black or African American.  Mecosta County holds a 
greater White population, at nearly 93.0%.  The City’s second most prevalent minority 
population is Asian, which accounts for 2.2% of the population.  Table 4 details the 
ethnic composition of Big Rapids. 
 
Table 4 
Ethnic Composition 
City of Big Rapids and Mecosta County 
 
 

   
                          

 
City of Big 

Rapids 
                 (%) 

 
Mecosta County 

               
                  (%) 

 
Total 

 
10,599 

 
(97.7) 

 

 
39,828 

 
(98.2) 

 
White Alone 

 
9,066 

 
(83.6) 

 
37,586 

 
(92.7) 

 
Black or African American Alone 

 
1,153 

 
(10.6) 

 
1,460 

 
(3.6) 
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American Indian/Alaska Native Alone 

 
79 

 
(0.7) 

 
261 

 
(0.6) 

 
Asian Alone  

 
243 

 
(2.2) 

 
354 

 
(0.9) 

 
Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander Alone  

 
4 

 
(0.004) 

 
15 

 
(0.004) 

 
Some other race alone  

 
54 

 
(0.5) 

 
152 

 
(0.4) 

 
Two or more races  

 
250 

 
(2.3) 

 
725 

 
(1.8) 

Source: U.S. Census 2000 
 
Household Size:  The number of occupants per household has dropped in the City of Big 
Rapids in the past decade and is well below that of Mecosta County and of the State.  
This may be attributed to the City’s younger population.  Table 5 details household size. 
 
Table 5 
Household Size  
Big Rapids, 1990 and 2000 
 

 
                      Big Rapids  

 

1990 2000 

 
Mecosta County 

2000 

 
Michigan 

2000 

 
Persons Per Household 

 
2.46 

 
2.26 

 
2.49 

 
2.56 

Source: U.S. Census, 1990 and 2000 
 
Household Type: Table 6 shows that families occupy 43.5% of the City’s households.  
This is well below that of the County and State and is attributed to the large number of 
students that reside in the community. 
 
Table 6 
Household by Type 
Big Rapids, 1990 and 2000 
 

 
 
Mecosta County 
 

 
 

Michigan 
 

  
 

Big Rapids 
1990 

 
 

 
 

(%) 

 
 

Big Rapids 
2000 

 
 

(%) 

 
2000 

 
2000 

 
Family 

Households 

 
1,422 

 
(43.7) 

 
1,474 

 
(43.5)

 
9,893  

 
(66.3) 

 
2,575,699 

 
(68.0)
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Non-family 
Households 

 
1,835 

 
(56.3) 

 
1,914 

 
(56.5)

 
5,022 

 
(33.7) 

 
1,209,962 

 
(32.0)

Source: U.S. Census, 1990 and 2000 
 
Income:  Table 7 details household income for the City of Big Rapids as well as Mecosta 
County and the State of Michigan.  The residents of the City of Big Rapids have 
substantially lower income than that of the County and State.  This again can be related to 
the high number of young people within the City.  
 
Table 7 
Household Income 
Big Rapids, 1990 and 2000 
 

 
Big Rapids 

                            (%) 

 
Mecosta 

County (%) 

 
Michigan 

(%) 

 
Income 

1990 2000 2000 2000 
 
Less than $10,000 

 
34.0 

 
26.9 

 
12.5 

 
8.3 

 
$10,000-$24,999 

 
33.6 

 
32.4 

 
24.4 

 
18.2 

 
$25,000-$49,999 

 
22.6 

 
24.4 

 
32.8 

 
28.9 

 
$50,000-$99,999 

 
9.2 

 
13.0 

 
24.2 

 
32.0 

 
$100,000+ 

 
0.4 

 
3.4 

 
6.2 

 
12.7 

Median  household 
income 

 
$14,990 

 
$20,192 

 
33,849 

 
44,667 

Source: U.S. Census, 1990 and 2000 
 
Occupation:  The industries employing Big Rapids’ residents 16 years of age or older are 
shown in Table 8. Education, Health and Social Services classification were the most 
prevalent occupations employing 40.6% of occupied persons in Big Rapids.  The arts, 
entertainment, recreation, accommodation and food service grouping was second 
employing 16.3%.  Retail Trade was third, employing 15.5% of Big Rapids residents.  
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Table 8 
Industry of Employed Persons 
Big Rapids, 2000 
 

 
Number of 
Employees 

 
      Percent of Total Employment 

 
 
     
     Type of Business  

  Big Rapids 
 
  Big Rapids 

Mecosta 
County 

 
  Michigan 

Agriculture, forestry, 
fishing, hunting, and mining 

 
9 

 
0.2 

 
2.5 

 
1.1 

Construction  
144 

 
3.2 

 
6.4 

 
6.0 

Manufacturing  
367 

 
8.1 

 
16.9 

 
22.5 

Wholesale Trade  
44 

 
1.0 

 
2.1 

 
3.3 

Retail Trade  
701 

 
15.5 

 
12.7 

 
11.9 

Transportation and 
warehousing, and utilities 

 
57 

 
1.3 

 
4.2 

 
4.1 

Information  
88 

 
1.9 

 
1.9 

 
2.1 

Finance, insurance, real 
estate, and rental leasing 

 
82 

 
1.8 

 
3.1 

 
5.3 

Professional, scientific, 
management, 
administrative, and waste 
management services 

 
 
 

219 

 
 
 

4.8 

 
 
 

3.9 

 
 
 

8.0 

Educational, health and 
social services 

 
1,839 

 
40.6 

 
29.6 

 
19.9 

Arts, entertainment, 
recreation, accommodation 
and food services 

 
 

736 

 
 

16.3 

 
 

9.5 

 
 

7.6 
Public administration  

87 
 

1.9 
 

2.9 
 

3.6 
Other services 152 3.4 4.3 4.6 

Source: U.S. Census, 2000  
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Educational Attainment: As shown in Table 9 in 2000, the educational attainment of City 
of Big Rapids residents is greater than that of County and State averages.   
 

     Table 9 
     Educational Attainment 
     Big Rapids, 2000 
 

 City of Big Rapids 
                  (%) 

Mecosta County 
                    (%) 

Michigan 
                   (%) 

< 9th Grade 185 (5.2) 1,207 (5.2) 299,014 (4.7) 
9th – 12th Grade  264 (7.5) 2,566 (11.0) 765,119 (11.9) 
High School Grad 745 (21.1) 8,521 (36.5) 2,010,861 (31.3) 
Some College 861 (24.4) 4,828 (20.7) 1,496,576 (23.3) 
Associate Degree 357 (10.1) 1,740 (7.5) 448,112 (7.0) 
Bachelor’s Degree 651 (18.4) 2,716 (11.6) 878,680 (13.7) 
Grad Degree 471 (13.3) 1,736 (7.4) 517,579 (8.1) 
 
Disabilities:  Disability is defined by the U.S. Census Bureau as the following long-
lasting conditions: sensory disability (blindness, deafness, or a severe vision or hearing 
impairment) or physical disability (a condition that substantially limits one or more basic 
physical activities, such as walking, climbing stairs, reaching, lifting, or carrying).  Table 
10 indicates that 1,533 Big Rapids citizens report some form of disability. 
 

     Table 10 
     Disability Status 
     Big Rapids, 2000 

 
 City of Big Rapids 

                           (%) 
Mecosta County 

                           (%) 
Population 5 to 
20 years  

4,077 (100.0) 11,006 (100.0) 

With a Disability 424 (10.4) 1,053 (9.6) 
Population 21 to 
64 years 

5,199 (100.0) 21,783 (100.0) 

With a Disability 675 (13.0) 3,747 (17.2) 
% Employed 47.3 (X) 44.6 (X) 

No Disability 4,524 (87.0) 18,036 (82.8) 
% Employed 63.6 (X) 71.9 (X) 

Population  65 
years and over 

768 (100.0) 5,191 (100.0) 

With a Disability 434 (56.5) 2,142 (41.3) 
 Source: U.S. Census, 2000 

 
School Enrollment:  School enrollment differs dramatically between the City of Big 
Rapids and Mecosta County.  Within the City of Big Rapids, college and graduate 
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students comprise nearly 84% of all students, while in Mecosta County college and grad 
students comprise nearly 49% of all students. 
 
Table 11 
School Enrollment 
Big Rapids, 2000 
 
 City of Big Rapids 

                                   (%) 
Mecosta County 

                                    (%) 
Population 3 years 
and over enrolled 
in school 

6,735 (100.0) 14,409 (100.0) 

Preschool 106 (1.6) 520 (3.6) 
Kindergarten 108 (1.6) 528 (3.7) 
Elementary School 590 (8.8) 4,276 (29.7) 
High School 305 (4.5) 2,061 (14.3) 
College or Grad 
School 

5,626 (83.5) 7,024 (48.7) 

Source: U.S. Census, 2000 
 
B) PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS 
 
There are several physical characteristics of the area landscape that can have an impact 
on use and design of park and recreation facilities and recreation programming.  
Following are descriptions of several characteristics to be considered when determining 
goals, objectives and actions for improving parks and recreation in Big Rapids. 
 
CLIMATE: 
 
Big Rapids’ climate plays a significant role in the park and recreation planning for the 
City and surrounding area.  Figures 3-7 detail the City averages for many of the 
components that comprise an areas climate.  The City of Big Rapids is very much a four 
season community, and the park and recreation system must be designed to accommodate 
and take advantage of that fact. 
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    Figure 3 

 
Source:  www.city-data.com
 
     Figure 4 

 
Source:  www.city-data.com
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    Figure 5 

 
Source:  www.city-data.com
 
    Figure 6 

 
Source:  www.city-data.com
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    Figure 7 

 
Source:  www.city-data.com

WATER RESOURCES: 

The Muskegon River is the main geologic feature in Big Rapids and flows through the City 
for a distance of four miles.  The river has as its source water in Houghton Lake in 
Roscommon County, and empties into Lake Michigan at the City of Muskegon.  The 
Muskegon River covers approximately 72 acres within the City, representing 2.5% of the 
total amount of land available in the City.  There are various access points located along the 
river that provide opportunities for fishing, hiking, tubing, canoeing, and boating.   
 
TRANSPORTATION: 
 
The City of Big Rapids closely borders US Highway 131 which is the major North/South 
Highway on the West side of Michigan.  US 131 is a limited access, four-lane highway from 
Kalamazoo to Cadillac.  M-20 is the East/West route that runs through the heart of Big 
Rapids and connects Muskegon to Midland.  There are a number of local streets and 
connectors that run through the Big Rapids’ neighborhoods, eventually connecting to one of 
the two arterials that were previously discussed.  Streets and alleys comprise 406 acres 
within the City, representing 14.5% of the total amount of land available. 
 
TRANSIT:   
 
The City of Big Rapids operates a public transportation system called Dial-A-Ride 
(DART).  The DART system provides transportation to residents throughout the City and 
some designated areas outside of the City.  DART contracts with numerous organizations 
such as housing complexes and factories to provide services to them as well.  DART also 
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works with Ferris State University using the Safe Ride Program to provide safe 
transportation for students on busy nights and the weekends when school is in session.  
 
LAND USE:    
 
The Land Use Map details the distribution of the various types of land use throughout the 
City and Table 12 outlines the approximate amount of each use in both acreage and 
percentage. 
 
Table 12 
Land Use 
 

Land Use Acreage Percent  
Commercial 199 7.0% 
Undeveloped Commercial 11 0.3% 
Industrial 210 7.3% 
Undeveloped Industrial 14 0.5% 
Residential 1165 41.0% 
Undeveloped Residential 276 10.0% 
Hospital 12 0.4% 
Ferris State University 471 16.5% 
Streets and Alleys 406 14.5% 
Muskegon River 72 2.5% 

Total 2835 100% 
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Chapter 2: 
Administrative Structure 
 
Parks and recreation in Big Rapids are overseen by the Park and Recreation Board which 
acts in an advisory capacity to the City Commission.  This board is made up of nine Big 
Rapids citizens who have lived within the City limits for one year or longer.  Figure 8 
outlines that administrative structure for the City of Big Rapids. 
 
Figure 8 

 
 
 
Below are the members of the 2006 Park and Recreation Board. 
 
Richard Spedowske, 808 Catherine (Chair) Mary Neill, 113 N. State St. (Vice-Chair) 

Lonnie Deur, 120 Hutchinson St. Connie Larson, 123 Cedar St. 

Florence Froelich, 519 Linden St. Kim Pyles, 806 Sheridan Ave. 

Shirley Hamelund, 403 N. Third Ave. Joann Miller, 509 Ives Ave. 

Bryan Ridenour, 716 Grant St.  
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The Parks and Recreation Departments are operated through the Department of Public 
Works.  The Parks Department is staffed by 2 full-time employees, Nola Manchip and 
Ron Duff, and 5 seasonal employees who work April – September.  The Recreation 
Department is run by the Recreation Coordinator, Melissa Ferens, and 5 seasonal 
employees who work as needed throughout the spring, summer and fall months.  The 
Pool, open during the summer only, is directed by Pat Horan who oversees 25-30 
seasonal employees. 
 
Parks and Recreation for the City are funded through the City’s General Fund Budget and 
supplemented by grants when they can be obtained.  Tables 13-15 detail the budgets for 
the Parks, Recreation and Pool for 2005/2006: 
 
Table 13 
RECREATION BUDGET 2005/2006 
 
ACCOUNT NUMBER                      DESCRIPTION         2005-2006 

101-758-702.000 SALARIES - PART TIME 22,300

101-758-703.100 SALARIES - WORK STUDY 5,000

101-758-703.200 SALARIES/YOUTH PROGRAMS 2,000

101-758-705.800 SALARIES - SEASONAL M -W VBALL 1,500

101-758-705.801 SALARIES - SEASONAL COED VBALL 1,500

101-758-705.802 SALARIES - SEASONAL MEN OVER 30 400

101-758-705.803 SALARIES – SEASONAL ADULT TOURN 100

101-758-705.806 SALARIES - SEASONAL SENIOR CITIZENS 500

101-758-715.000 FICA 2,300

101-758-718.000 UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION 100

101-758-719.000 INSURANCE - WORKER'S COMPENSATION 800

101-758-732.000 OPERATIONAL SUPPLIES/MISC 200

101-758-732.800 OPERATIONAL SUPPLIES/M-W 1,600

101-758-732.801 OPERATIONAL SUPPLIES/COED 1,600

101-758-732.802 OPERATIONAL SUPPLIES OVER 30 100

101-758-732.803 OPERATIONAL SUPPLIES ADULT TOURN 400
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101-758-732.806 OPERATIONAL SUPPLIES/SENIORS 400

101-758-801.800 CONTRACTED SERVICES/M-W 2,100

101-758-801.801 CONTRACTED SERVICES/COED 2,100

101-758-801.802 CONTRACTED SERVICES/MEN OVER 30 0

101-758-801.803 CONTRACTED SERVICES/ADULT TOURN 500

101-758-801.806 CONTRACTED SERVICES/SENIORS 3,700

101-758-964.601 REFUNDS/REBATES – TOURN FEE 200

101-756-967.500 SUMMER YOUTH RECREATIONAL PROGRAM (1) 2,000

 EQUIPMENT 200

  51,600

    
Table 14 
PARKS BUDGET 2005/2006 
 
 
   ACCOUNT 
NUMBER 

 
       DESCRIPTION 

 
2005-2006 
AMOUNT 

101-756-705.000 SALARIES – SEASONAL 16,000

101-756-709.000 OVERTIME PAY 0

101-756-710.000 DPW SERVICES 90,000

101-756-715.000 FICA 1,300

101-756-718.000 UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION 100

101-756-719.000 WORKER’S COMPENSATION 200

101-756-732.000 OPERATIONAL SUPPLIES 16,500

101-756-801.000 CONTRACTED SERVICES  1,000

101-756-920.000 PUBLIC UTILITIES 17,000

101-756-930.000 OPERATIONAL REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE 14,000

101-756-940.000 RESTROOM RENTAL 4,400

101-756-943.000 EQUIPMENT RENTAL 96,700
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101-756-958.000 MEMBERSHIP FEES 400

101-756-964.000 REFUNDS/REBATES 100

101-756-977.000 EQUIPMENT   700 

101-756-967.700 TREE PLANTING                                       (1)   7,500

101-756-967.701 TREE TRIMMING & REMOVAL              (1) 15,000

101-756-967.702 LIGHTING  & SURVEILLANCE  (1) 20,000

101-756-967.704 HEMLOCK SIGN/RIVERWALK 8,500

       TOTALS  309,400
 
PARK REVENUES 
HEMLOCK SHELTER RESERVATIONS  (70 reservations @ $50.00) 3,500
SALE OF TREES  (20 trees @ $35.00) 700
RECREATION ASSN FEES/CHARGES (SOFTBALL FIELD PREPS) 5,800
 10,000

 
Table 14 
POOL BUDGET 2005/2006 
 
 
ACCOUNT 
NUMBER 

 
       DESCRIPTION 

 
BUDGET 
AMOUNT 

208-249-702.100 SALARIES – FULL TIME 7,000
 
208-249-705.000 

 
SALARIES – SEASONAL 45,000

208-249-709.100 OVERTIME 2,500
 
208-249-710.000 

 
DPW SERVICES 1,900

 
208-249-715.000 

 
FICA 4,100

208-249-718.000 UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION 200

208-249-719.000 WORKER'S COMPENSATION 400
 
208-249-732.000 

 
OPERATIONAL SUPPLIES 14,000

208-249-801.000 CONTRACTED SERVICES 2,500

208-249-808.000 INDEPENDENT AUDIT FEES 300

208-249-814.000 INSURANCE COVERAGE 4,400

208-249-860.000 TRAVEL EXPENSES  100
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208-249-920.000 

 
PUBLIC UTILITIES 19,000

 
208-249-930.000 

 
OPERATIONAL REPAIRS/MNTC. 4,000

 
208-249-943.000 

 
EQUIPMENT RENTAL 500

208-249-967.700 REPLACE FILTER VALVES 6,000

208-249-967.701 REPLACE PUMP & MOTOR 15,000

208-249-977.000 EQUIPMENT 3,000
 
       TOTAL 

 
 129,900

 
POOL REVENUES 
INTEREST EARNED 3,000
INSURANCE REFUNDS 100
POOL ADMISSION/LESSON FEES 23,000
POOL CONCESSIONS 2,000
POOL DONATIONS 2,500
POOL DONATION/INCOME TAX 1,000
 30,600

 
The Big Rapids Public Schools facilities are used for some of the recreation programs, 
such as basketball and volleyball.  The Recreation Coordinator maintains office space 
within the Big Rapids Middle School as well.   
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Chapter 3: 
Recreation Inventory 
 
Recreation facilities, programs and opportunities are extensive in the Big Rapids area.  To meet the park and recreation needs of Big 
Rapids residents, it is important to know what is already available in this area.  This recreation inventory provides information on 
regional recreation opportunities, detailed information on City Parks and other municipal grounds and facilities, school grounds and 
facilities, Ferris State University grounds and facilities and recreation programs offered by the City.  Information is also provided 
regarding the grants that have been used to develop parks and recreation sites in Big Rapids. 
 
A) Regional Recreation Opportunities 
 
Manistee National Forest 
 
The Manistee National Forest is composed of over 533,901 acres located west and southwest of Big Rapids.   There are 18 developed 
campgrounds within the Manistee National Forest.  This area offers recreational opportunities for hunting, fishing, hiking, water sports 
and winter sports.  Three major rivers the Pine, Manistee, and Pere Marquette Rivers wind through the Manistee National Forest to 
Lake Michigan.  
 
State Forest and State Game Area 
 
The Pere Marquette State Forest contains over 15,000 acres, a portion of which is located within Mecosta County.  The portion of the 
forest that is Mecosta County is scattered throughout numerous sites and they are located to the northeast, east, and southeast of the City.  
The Haymarsh Lake State Game Area is part of the Pere Marquette State Forest located to the northeast of the City.  The Haymarsh Lake 
State Game Area provides opportunities for hunting, fishing, hiking, water sports and winter sports.  The Martiny Lake Chain, also part 
of the Pere Marquette State Forest, is located to the east of the City.  Various facilities located in the Martiny Lake Chain area provide 
opportunities for hunting, hiking, camping, picnicking, swimming, boating, canoeing, and winter sports. 
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Mecosta County Parks 
 
Mecosta County has developed an excellent county park system composed of 430+ acres.  There are four regional county parks including 
Paris Park, Merrill Lake Park, School Section Lake Park, and Brower Park.  All four regional county parks provide modern camping 
facilities with opportunities for fishing, hiking, picnicking, and water sports.  All are closed during the winter months.   
 
 
B) City Parks 
 
The City of Big Rapids Park System Map details the location of the all of the City Parks and Table 15 provides details about each 
park. 
 
Table 15 
City of Big Rapids Parks 
 

Name Amenities Service Area Size Accessibility
Northend Riverside 

Park 
Picnicking, fishing, canoeing, 

playgrounds, pavilions, 
bicycling, walking, jogging, sand 
volleyball, horseshoes and cross-

country skiing 

This park services the entire Big 
Rapids area.  It is used by groups 

and/or individuals for parties, 
reunions and community events 

such as 5K runs. 

144.79 Acres 4 

Swede Hill Park Picnicking, fishing, access to 
Riverwalk and the river, historic 

marker 

This park services the entire Big 
Rapids community by providing 
an access point to the Riverwalk 

and Muskegon River. 

2.79 Acres 4 

Hanchett Park Fishing, picnicking, access to 
Riverwalk, interpretive signage 

This park is integrated into the 
Riverwalk and is used by 
individuals throughout the 

community. 

1.32 Acres 4 
 
 
 

Industrial Park Ball One baseball/softball fields and This park is primarily used by the 8.99 Acres 4 
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field one soccer fields local soccer and softball 
organizations that service the 

entire Big Rapids area. 

 
 
 

Vogel Fields Two softball fields, picnicking 
and playground 

The primary use of this park is by 
the local softball organizations. 

6.55 Acres 4 
 
 
 

Riverwalk Walking, jogging, biking, in-line 
skating, cross-country skiing, 

gazebos, benches, fishing 
platforms.  Completely handicap 

accessible 

Riverwalk is a linear park that 
runs on both the east and west 

sides of the Muskegon River and 
is used by people throughout the 

Big Rapids and surrounding areas.  
It also connects with the state’s 
White Pine Rails to Trails Park 

that runs through the City. 

Riverwalk - 
3.29 Miles 
White Pine 
Trail – 2.75 

Miles 

5 
 
 
 

Hemlock Park Softball field, four tennis courts,  
restroom, playscape playground, 

fishing, tubing, canoeing, 
pavilion, access to Riverwalk 

Hemlock Park offers a wide 
variety of different activities.  It is 
used by people from through out 

the greater Big Rapids area. 

10.36 Acres 3 
 
 
 

Holland Park Picnicking, historic marker Neighborhood park that is close to 
downtown and a residential 

neighborhood. 

.31 Acres 4 
 
 
 

Pocket Park Resting place in Downtown Big 
Rapids 

Used by Downtown merchants, 
residents and shoppers 

.09 Acres 4 
 
 
 

Mitchell Creek Park Picnicking, restroom, walking Mitchell Creek Park is used by 
individuals that live, work and 
shop in the Downtown area. 

1.76 Acres 4 
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Charles E. Fairman 
Community Pool 

Complex 

Swimming pool, picnicking, 
pavilion 

The community pool and 
surrounding park area is a very 

popular facility used in the 
summer months by entire Big 

Rapids community. 

6.40 Acres 3 
 
 
 

River Street Park Baseball fields, soccer, 
restrooms, fishing, nature trail, 

ice rink, dog walking 

Athletic fields are used by local 
soccer and little league 

organizations.  Residents of the 
surrounding residential 

neighborhoods are the primary 
users of the other park offerings. 

16.45 Acres 3 
 
 
 

Centennial Park Playground, gazebo Centennial Park is used by the 
public schools and local residents 

of surrounding residential 
neighborhoods. 

.88 Acres 3 
 
 
 

Linden Street Park Playground and picnicking Neighborhood park for the 
residential neighborhoods east of 

the Muskegon River. 

.16 Acres 4 
 
 
 

Library Park Anna Howard Shaw Statue and 
grounds 

Passive park area. .39 Acres 4 

Supervisor’s Park Vacant park land with access to 
the Muskegon River 

Vacant park land. 2.15 Acres n/a 

 
1 = none of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines 
2 = some of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines 
3 = most of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines 
4 = the entire park meets accessibility guidelines 
5 = the entire park was developed/renovated using the principals of universal design 
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*The accessibility rankings that were used are the standard detailed in the MDNR, Guidelines for the Development of Community 
Park, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Plans, Recreation Inventory, Page 8, www.michigan.gov/dnr
 
 
C) City Owned Property and Public Facilities 
 
Table 16  
City Owned Properties 
 

Name Description Size 
Community Library  Big Rapids Public Library and vacant land.  Library – 20,000 Square Feet 

Site – 1.32 Acres 
Gravel Pit Undeveloped land located on the East side 

of the Muskegon River adjacent to M-20 
9.16 Acres 

Old Jail The historic site of the Mecosta County 
Jail. 

Jail – 4,000 Square Feet 
Site - .3 Acres 

Mecosta County Museum The location is adjacent to the Mecosta 
County Courthouse. 

Museum – 2,500 Square Feet 
Site - .3 Acres 

Bergelin House Historic Home  Home – 2,500 Square Feet 
Site - .3 Acres 
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D) Big Rapids Public Schools, Parochial Schools & Crossroads Charter Academy Grounds 
and Facilities 
 
Table 17 
School Recreation Properties 
 

Name Description Size 
Eastwood Elementary School Gymnasium, Baseball/ Softball Field, 

Playground 
4.3 Acres 

Hillcrest Elementary Gymnasium, Baseball/ Softball Field, 
Playground 

6.6 Acres 

Brookside Elementary Gymnasium, Baseball/ Softball Field, 
Playground 

7 Acres 

Riverview Elementary Gymnasium, Two Baseball/ Softball 
Fields, Playground 

4.4 Acres 

Big Rapids Middle School Gymnasium, Soccer Fields 13.5 Acres 
Big Rapids High School Gymnasium, Two Football practice fields, 

Two Softball Fields, Two Baseball 
Diamonds, Two Soccer Fields, Seven 

Tennis Courts, Track and Football 
Complex and Cross-Country Trail 

40 Acres 

St. Peter’s Lutheran School Gymnasium, Playground and Pavilion 2.2 Acres 
St. Mary’s Catholic School Gymnasium and Playground 2 Acres 

Crossroads Charter Academy Two Gymnasiums, Soccer/Football Field, 
Outdoor Track and Playground 

3 Acres 
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E) Ferris State University Grounds and Facilities 
 
Table 18 
FSU Recreation Properties 
 

Name Description Size 
FSU Recreation Racquet and fitness center, indoor and 

outdoor tennis courts, two ice rinks, pool, 
climbing wall, indoor track, fitness center, 

multipurpose courts, weight room, 
multipurpose fields, basketball courts, 

football field, 18 hole golf course, track 

N/A 

Historic Marker and Statue Statue of FSU founder Woodbridge N. 
Ferris located on campus 

N/A 

 
F) Recreation Programs 
 
 
Basketball  
 

 To Be Announced 
           
Volleyball  
 

 Men's & Women's season Sept. – Dec.  
 Coed season is from Jan. – Apr. 

       
Hockey/Skating  

 Ferris State University Ice Arena   
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 Softball 
 Men's Summer Softball/Coed Softball  
 Women's Summer Softball  

 
After School Program 

 Big Rapids Public Schools CLC 
 

Baseball/Softball 
 Little Leagues, Registration in Mar.  

 
Dance 

 Janine School of Dance  
 
Football  

 Rocket Football, Registration in May Season Aug. – Oct.  
 

Golf 
 Katke Golf Course  
 Meceola Golf Course 
 Falcon Head Golf Course 

 
Gymnastics/Tumbling/Cheer 

 Central Michigan Trampoline & Tumbling Club   
 Cheer America– contact is Young Americans   
 Rocket Football Cheerleading, Aug.-Oct  Ages 4-14  

 
Hockey  

 BRAJHA Hockey - contact Ferris State University Ice Arena   
 
 
Karate/Self -defense 
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 Young Americans  
 
Soccer  

 Northland United Soccer Club, Registration Feb.  
 
Swimming 

 Big Rapids Community Pool open June - Aug. (Swimming Lessons and Open Swim) 
 Swimming Lessons at Ferris State University Recreation Center  

 
Skating 

 Figure Skating BRFSC –  Ferris  State University Ice Arena  
 Roller Skating - Big Rapids Skating Center  
 Outdoor Ice Rink at River Street Park in winter months 

 
Tennis 

 Ferris State University Racquet & Fitness Center  
 
Wrestling 

 Big Rapids Youth Wrestling Jan.– Mar. & Mar.-Apr. Ages 4-14 
  
Boy Scouts  
 
Girl Scouts of Michigan Trails  
 
Mecosta County 4-H  
 
LET’S WALK BIG RAPIDS - A non-competitive walking program that offers exercise while spending quality time on Big Rapids 
parks and trails.  Let’s Walk Big Rapids is a free program for all ages. Walks are held in the spring and fall months. 
 
SENIOR CITIZEN PROGRAMS 
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September - May  
 

 Seniorcize (Exercise Class) Tuesdays 
 Dancercize (Dance Class) Thursdays 
 Water Aerobic Class (Fee Charged) Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays 
 Tai Chi (Fee Charged) Mondays and Wednesdays  
 Birthday Lunches 

 
G) Description of Parks Developed with Grant Funding 
 
Hemlock Street Park   Project # 26-00338 
 

 Picnic Area – Currently being used as developed, in good condition 
 Parking – Currently being used as developed, in good condition 
 Lighting – Replaced in 2003 years ago because of age and replacement parts being unavailable.  A new lighting system has been 

installed. 
 Playground Equipment – Replaced 6 years ago to meet current playground standards.  Equipment replaced with a “Leathers 

Playscape Structure” 
 Water System – Currently being used as developed, in good condition 
 Landscaping – Some original plantings exist and are in good condition; others have been removed and replaced  
 Roads – Currently being used as developed, in good condition 
 3 fenced tennis courts – Have been resurfaced a couple of times, in good condition 

 
Mitchell Creek Park   Project # 26-00302 
 

 Swimming Pool – The city has done major repairs to the pool structure and mechanical over the years.  The pool is in good 
condition 

 Decking – Some of the decks have been replaced due to settling, overall the decking is in good condition 
 Bathhouse – Routine maintenance done over the years and it is in good condition 
 Lighting – Original replaced in 2004 years ago because replacement parts were no longer available 
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 Parking – Currently being used as developed, in good condition 
 Fencing – Currently being used as developed, in good condition 
 Picnic Area – Currently being used as developed with the addition of a new picnic shelter, in good condition 

 
Big Rapids White Water Park  Project # 26-01085 (Now known as Northend Riverside Park) 
 

 Paved Access Road – Replaced in 2005 year ago because of age, in good condition 
 Parking Lot – Replaced in 2001, additional park development required additional parking (see project TF01-165) 
 Picnic Tables – Currently being used as developed, in good condition 
 Grills - Replaced in 2001, additional park development (see project TF01-165) 
 Benches - Replaced in 2001, additional park development (see project TF01-165) 
 Resting Benches - Replaced in 2001, additional park development (see project TF01-165) 
 Woodchip Trail - Replaced with paved trail in 2001, additional park development (see project TF01-165) 

 
Hemlock Ball field Lights  Project # BR89-431 
 

 22 Ball field Lighting Fixtures – Currently being used as developed, in good condition 
 
Hemlock Park Tennis Courts  Project # BF89-433 
 

 Base/color coat/stripe – Recoated in 2004, in good condition 
 Fence repair – Currently being used as developed, in good condition 
 Replace net posts – Currently being used as developed, in good condition 

 
Pool Surge Tank Replacement Project # BR90-321 
 

 Tank replacement with valves - Currently being used as developed, in good condition 
 Pump and motor - Currently being used as developed, in fair condition 

 
Waterfront Trailway   Project # TF97-178 (Now a part of Northend Riverside Park) 
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 Parking Lot and Entry Area - Currently being used as developed, in excellent condition 
 Picnic Shelter Area - Currently being used as developed, in good condition 
 River Overlook/Access Area - Currently being used as developed, in good condition 
 White Pine Trail Segment - Currently being used as developed, in fair condition 
 Restroom Facility - Currently being used as developed, in good condition 
 Park Lighting - Currently being used as developed, in good condition 

 
Waterfront Trailway  Project # TF99-247 (Now a part of Northend Riverside Park) 
 

 Asphalt Parking Lot Expansion - Currently being used as developed, in excellent condition 
 Access Drive Relocation & Asphalt Paving - Currently being used as developed, in excellent condition 
 20 picnic Equipment - Currently being used as developed, in excellent condition 
 2 Picnic Shelters, 40 x 65 and Picnic Tables - Currently being used as developed, in excellent condition 
 Sand Volleyball Court - Currently being used as developed, in excellent condition 
 Playground Equipment - Currently being used as developed, in excellent condition 
 Asphalt Path and Culverts - Currently being used as developed, in excellent condition 
 Landscaping - Currently being used as developed, in excellent condition 
 Horseshoe Pits - Currently being used as developed, in excellent condition 

 
Big Rapids Riverwalk  Project # TF01-165 
 

 Site Preparation 
 Asphalt Path - Currently being used as developed, in excellent condition 
 Retaining Walls - Currently being used as developed, in excellent condition 
 Timber fishing platforms/overlooks - Currently being used as developed, in excellent condition 
 Sidewalk connection & drive relocation S. of Baldwin - Currently being used as developed, in excellent condition 
 Prefabricated bridges & timber boardwalk - Currently being used as developed, in excellent condition 
 Aggregate path connection - Currently being used as developed, in excellent condition 
 Interpretive displays and markers - Currently being used as developed, in excellent condition 
 Slope restoration, riverbank treatment, landscape - Currently being used as developed, in excellent condition 
 Site amenities (benches, trash receptacles) - Currently being used as developed, in excellent condition 
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 Electrical & lighting on bridges - Currently being used as developed, in excellent condition 
 
Big Rapids Riverwalk  Project TF02-163 
 

 Paved walks and parking - Currently being used as developed, in excellent condition 
 Timber boardwalks and decks - Currently being used as developed, in excellent condition 
 Retaining walls - Currently being used as developed, in excellent condition 
 Picnic shelter and river overlook shelter - Currently being used as developed, in excellent condition 
 Aggregate fishing terrace - Currently being used as developed, in excellent condition 
 Security lighting - Currently being used as developed, in excellent condition 
 Interpretive signage - Currently being used as developed, in excellent condition 
 Landscaping and restoration - Currently being used as developed, in excellent condition 
 Site amenities and fencing - Currently being used as developed, in excellent condition 
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Chapter 4: 
Description of the Public Input Process 
 
The public input process for this plan was carried out in two phases.  The first phase 
involves a written survey that was designed by the Park and Recreation Board.  Appendix 
1 is the survey that was used.  It was determined that a crucial component of this survey 
was to get the input of individuals who do not regularly attend City meetings, individuals 
and groups that utilize special use areas (i.e. Pool, Softball Fields and Pavilions) and 
individuals who may be the most affected by changes to the recreation and open space 
changes in the City (i.e. neighborhoods that are nearby parks). 
 
The list of survey recipients was made up of all the property owners within the City, all 
of the registered voters within the City and the users of special use areas (i.e. Captains of 
the softball teams, members of the pool and users of the pavilions) whether they lived in 
the City or not.  The initial list had 6,897 recipients.  This list was reduced by eliminating 
duplicates and by only sending one survey per household.  This resulted in a total of 
2,432 surveys being sent.  
 
391 or 16% were completed and returned.   Table 19 provides information regarding the 
response to questions about recreation programs, new facilities, and the ways that people 
are best informed about recreation within the City of Big Rapids. 
 
Table 19  
Citizen Response for Programs and New Facilities 
 
Programs that should be 
continued  
Swimming Lessons 115
Open Swim 102
Volleyball 83
Open Gym 58
Youth Outdoor Program 39
Walking 30
Aquatic Exercise 27
Tai Chi 11
  
New Programs that 
should be considered  
Yoga/Pilates 21
Ballroom Dancing 7
Mens League Basketball 7
Live Music 6
Gymnastics 6
Flag Football 5
Kick-Boxing 4
Self Defense Class 4
Roller Hockey 4
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Youth Soccer 3
Women's Basketball 3
Youth Basketball  2
Tennis Lessons 2
Aerobics 2
Archery 2
River Clean Up 1
Rock Climbing 1
Gardening 1
  
New Facilities that should 
be considered  
Indoor Recreation Facility 17
Additional Walking Trails 15
Skate Park 13
Restrooms at Northend 
Park 9
Indoor Pool 8
Ice Skating Rink 7
Ski Trails 6
Northend Basketball Courts 6
Frisbee Golf Course 5
Dog Park 5
Extreme Sports Complex 2
Golf Course 1
Additional Pavilions 1
Logging Exhibit 1
  
How Information is 
Dispersed  
Word of Mouth 113
Mailings 45
Newspaper 34
School 26
Radio 4
Internet 1

 
Table 20 provides information regarding the facilities that are currently in place in the 
City of Big Rapids Park system. 
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Table 20  
Citizen Response to Existing Facilities 
 
           How often do you use the facility?      Condition?   Accessibility? 

Facilities  Frequently  Sometimes    Never  
 
Excellent    Fair    Poor

 Accessible for 
Disabilities 

        Yes                             No 
Baseball Fields         
River Street Park 34 37 92  51 41 2 5                                   2
Industrial Park 19 26 86  33 23 2 3                                   0

Softball Fields        
Hemlock Park 52 47 84  70 39 4 7                                   1
Industrial Park 26 28 83  32 29 3 4                                   0
Vogel Park 32 23 83  35 29 1 3                                   0

Basketball Courts        
Hemlock Park 19 39 91  36 25 9 7                                   0

Multi-Purpose Path        
Riverwalk 177 115 21  225 26 1 14                                 1
Northend Riverside 
Park 155 118 19  203 23 3 12                                   0

Nature Preserve        
Northend Riverside 
Park 118 31 27  172 36 2 11                                   0

Playgrounds        
Hemlock Park 116 121 36  167 36 1 12                                   0
Linden Street Park 11 18 73  27 22 2 2                                   0
Library Park 9 30 86  26 24 7 4                                   0
River Street Park 30 46 67  56 28 1 3                                   0
Middle Triangle Park 9 43 65  32 23 3 3                                   0
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Restrooms        
Hemlock Park 91 143 37  111 75 5 12                                   0
Industrial Park 17 36 63  10 29 13 2                                   0
Mitchell Creek Park 34 73 52  60 28 3 5                                   0
River Street Park 24 59 57  30 31 10 1                                   0
Vogel Park 17 18 31  19 26 7 3                                   1

Soccer Fields        
Industrial Park 29 28 76  27 29 4 2                                   0
River Street Park 32 27 66  28 27 10 2                                   0

Swimming Pool        
Community Pool Park 111 73 50  124 37 2 8                                   0

Tennis Courts        
Hemlock Park 36 61 62  48 35 2 3                                    0

Picnic Facilities        
Hemlock Park 85 160 23  155 62 2 11                                    0
Northend Riverside 
Park 62 145 16  141 33  12                                     0
Mitchell Creek Park 42 82 43  64 42 1 10                                     0
River Street Park 14 39 62  30 23 2 8                                     0
Swede Hill Park 9 27 75  24 22 1 5                                     0

Horseshoe Pits        
Northend Riverside 
Park 7 23 73  27 14  7                                   0
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The second phase involves a public hearing that was held by the Park and Recreation 
Board to receive input regarding the Plan.  This hearing was held to give the public a 
chance to voice their opinions of the information that was put in the Plan.   
 
 
 
                    CITY OF BIG RAPIDS 
     PARK & RECREATION BOARD 
            MINUTES 
   PUBLIC HEARING ON PARK & RECREATION MASTER 
PLAN 
      FEBRUARY 23, 2006 
 
 
Attendance: JoAnn Miller, Mary Neill, Kimberly Pyles, Bryan Ridenour, Richard 

Spedowski (chairperson) 
 
Absent: Connie Larson; Lonnie Deur, Florence Froelich and Shirley Hamelund 

were excused 
 
Staff: Timothy Vogel, Director of Public Works 
 Melissa Ferens, Recreation Coordinator  
 Mark Gifford, Neighborhood Services Director/Planner 
 
 
 
The meeting began at 7:00 p.m. with the chairperson reading the rules of procedure for 
public hearings.  The chairperson opened the public hearing at 7:05.   Tim Vogel 
explained the purpose of the 5 year Park & Recreation Master Plan 
 
 
There was one person in the audience who spoke. 
 

Marlies Manning asked about the future of Holland Park.  Might it be involved in 
a land swap or sale for funds to put toward Action Plan items since the park 
doesn’t see much use?  Tim Vogel explained that Holland Park is the city’s first 
park.  At this time there is a monument and a bench and is green space.  There are 
also utility issues in this area since a neighbor’s sewer line crosses the park.   
 

• The Board discussed this and it was decided to put a picnic table or two in 
the park so that people purchasing food to go at a nearby restaurant can 
enjoy it outside. 

 
Ms. Manning also asked about the future of the skate park that had been in the 
previous Park & Recreation Master Plan.  The Board replied that the park is still 
in the plan but no site has been identified and there is really no money to build 
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one at this time.  If a member of the community would volunteer to spearhead the 
project and raise the funds, then the Board would be ready to move forward to 
accommodate the skate park. 
 

The board secretary read 4 written communications into the record.  The Board 
considered all the comments and changes to the Master Plan based on those comments 
are as follows: 
 

• Supervisor’s Park will be placed on the map 
• Library Park will be placed on the map.  In the description, the following 

will be added:  The Park & Recreation Board has suspended any park 
development due to possible library expansion 

• River Access at Supervisor’s Park is in the first revision 
• Mileage between Big Rapids & Grand Rapids will be changed to 55 
• Part of Oak Street is closed and the map will be change to reflect that 

closure 
• Springtime in Paris will be removed 
• A sidewalk at River Street Park will be addressed in the new landscape 

architecture plan for River Street and Centennial Park 
 
 
The public hearing was declared closed at 7:40 p.m. 
 
Kim Pyles moved, supported by JoAnn Miller approve the Five Year Park & Recreation 
Master Plan with changes.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
The meeting ended at 7:45 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
Ann Miller 
Secretary 
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Chapter 5: 
Goals and Objectives 

 
Prior to developing a specific action program for recreation improvements, the following 
goals and objectives were established by the Park & Recreation Board: 
 
GOAL I. Increase access to and use of recreational facilities at city parks and  public 

schools. 
 
OBJECTIVES 1.  Bring all parks and facilities into compliance with the Americans    

  With Disabilities Act. 
2. Support educational opportunities that make use of parks and 

recreational facilities. 
 
 
GOAL II.  Maintain, enhance and continue to develop park and recreational facilities. 

 
OBJECTIVES 1.   Improve all existing athletic fields and courts. 

2. Assess and make necessary improvements on swimming pool, 
shelters, playgrounds, restrooms, open spaces, parking and 
lighting, etc. 

3. Develop new facilities to enhance existing activities. 
4. Add new facilities that meet the interest and needs of the 

community. 
 
GOAL III. Continue to plan for increasing the public awareness and utilization of 

 the Muskegon River and adjacent land throughout the City. 
 
OBJECTIVES 1. Continue to develop public parks along the Muskegon River. 

 2. Investigate expansion of non-motorized trail with additional    
connections with the White Pine Trail State Park. 

3   Add landscaping along existing Riverwalk. 
 4. Promote use of and develop infrastructure for the bandshell. 
 
GOAL IV.  Continue City Recreation Department growth in programs which utilize 

both school facilities and City parks. 
 

      OBJECTIVES 1.  Continue to seek support for youth and develop new programs in 
conjunction with the Public Schools, FSU and the MOISD 
including various team and individual sports and events. 

2. Continue support for adult recreational programs including various 
team and individual sports and events that utilize public school, 
FSU and MOISD facilities. 

3. Continue support for youth and adult use of the Community Pool. 
4. Fund full-time Recreation Coordinator 
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5. Construct or use existing structure to provide a full size 
gymnasium for use by community recreation. 

 
 
GOAL V.  Promote, preserve and protect the natural environment. 
 
OBJECTIVES 1. Preserve and maintain open space free of organized    
  recreation activities. 

2. Support the development and improve accessibility of White Pine 
State Park. 

3. Employ soil erosion measures and sedimentation control as 
necessary along Mitchell Creek and the Muskegon River. 

4. Support quality landscape design projects that enhance the natural 
environment and render it useful for activities appropriate to the 
particular site. 

5. Maintain a healthy urban forest by planting new trees and 
continuing the pruning and removal programs. 

 
GOAL VI.  Actively pursue public and private involvement and funding to   
   achieve goals and objectives. 
 
OBJECTIVES 1. Provide community input into the budget and planning process at  

  Board and Commission level. 
2. Promote increased citizen participation both in the decision making 

process and programs needing volunteers and utilizing survey by 
mail. 

3. Pursue donations for facilities, equipment, plants, etc. by creating a 
“Wish Book” program. 

4. Increase the use of endowment funding for maintenance of park 
facilities. 

 
GOAL   VII.  Improve communication to increase public awareness and participation   
               with city parks and recreation facilities and programs. 
 
OBJECTIVES 1.  Utilize newsletter, website, press releases, advertising, mailing  
  or other tools to encourage participation in recreation programs. 
 2.  Seek appropriate means of distribution. 
 3.  Continue to monitor needs, participation and interest and facilitate  
                                   an open dialogue with members of the community. 
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Chapter 6: 
Action Plan 
 
CENTENNIAL PARK 
 Neighborhood park serves school, hospital and neighborhood. 
 

• Develop master plan for park including: small shelter, walkway, parking, 
landscaping and lighting. 

 
GRAVEL PIT PARK 
 

• Eliminate property from park system.  Better use of property for residential 
development 

• Provide easement across property for use by general public, adjacent to the river 
 
HEMLOCK PARK 
 Major park housing Playscape, pavilion, picnic area, restrooms, lighted ballfield, 

tennis courts, fishing platforms, Riverwalk. 
 

• Rehabilitate picnic shelter building 
• Replace poles used for roadside barriers 
• Repave road and parking lot 
• Install irrigation systems on softball field 
• Install additional lighting and surveillance equipment 
• Replace playground equipment as needed 
• Re-evaluate landscape plan for park 
• Replace wooden softball light poles 
• Erosion control along Mitchell Creek and the Muskegon River 
• Crackseal and repaint tennis courts 

 
INDUSTRIAL BALLFIELDS 
 Softball and soccer. 
 

• Acquire additional land from MDNR at south end of park area 
• Refurbish old baseball field for use by baseball or softball league 
• Refurbish existing fencing 

 
LIBRARY PARK 
 

• Suspend any park development.  Library in need of parking and expansion of 
facility 

 
 
LINDEN STREET PARK 
 Neighborhood playground. 
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• Replace playground equipment as needed 

 
MITCHELL CREEK PARK 
 Small park located adjacent to the downtown business area, includes decorative 

stairway, restrooms, picnic tables & bio-erosion control. 
 

• Replace stairway SE corner 
• Repair riprap walls 
• Phase II of light replacement – along alleys 
• Resurface parking area 
• Construct an addition to the John Worcester memorial 

 
NORTHEND RIVERSIDE PARK/SWEDE HILL 

Riverwalk, fishing platform, pavilions, paved trails, interpretive sign area, rustic 
toilets and a large tract of undeveloped property. 

 
• Begin replacing worn paved trails 
• Develop disc golf, parking, picnic shelter, access site for tubing and canoeing 
• Address riverbank erosion 

 
POOL AND PARK AREA 
 382,000 gallon outdoor swim facility, open June – August, includes a pavilion with 

picnic area. 
 

• Replace water heaters (domestic and pool) 
• Install sewer from surge tank to sanitary sewer 
• Install new pump and motor out of existing pit; install one additional filter  
• Remarcite pool structure 

 
RIVER STREET PARK 
 Neighborhood park with trails, baseball, softball and soccer. 
 

• Develop new master plan in conjunction with hospital and school needs 
Youth soccer, youth baseball, college club and high school baseball, 

 develop girls softball field, ice rink, picnic shelter and health walk 
• Lind park and Riverwalk system to hospital health walk 

 
RIVERWALK TRAILWAY 
 Linear park adjacent to the Muskegon River 
 

• Develop pedestrian bridge crossing the Muskegon River north of the Baldwin 
Street Bridge 

• Investigate safe access across Maple Street to the Riverwalk and continue 
walkway south along the river 
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• Develop bandshell area by providing electricity, landscaping, lighting and other 
amenities which may be required in the future 

 
SUPERVISOR’S PARK 
      Vacant land adjacent to the west bank of the Muskegon River 
 

• Develop river access in the future 
 
VOGEL FIELDS 
 2 softball fields. 
 

• Expand field #2 to a 275 foot outfield fence 
• Redesign parking area 
• Extend drinking water system to both ballfields 

 
ADDITIONAL LANDS TO CONSIDER FOR PUBLIC USE 
 

• MDNR train station 
• Long term lease with MDNR for White Pine State Park Trail within corporate 

limits 
• Develop a site for a skate park 

 
DEVELOP SOURCE OF FUNDING FOR PARKS and RECREATION 
 

• Endowment for pool and park facilities 
• Plant material/amenities 
• Wish book publication 
• Plan “gala” type fund raising 
• Full time recreation coordinator position funding 

 
URBAN FORESTRY PROGRAM 
 

• Plant two trees for every one removed and prune 25% of the city street trees 
annually 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APPENDIX 1 
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City of Big Rapids 
 

Parks and Recreation Survey 
 
The City of Big Rapids is asking for your input on the future development of the City 
Parks and Recreation programs and facilities for the next five years. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to fill out and return this survey. 
 
Section I:  Demographic Information     Male  Female   
 
        Single  Married   
 
Under 20 years old   21-35 yrs. old  36-59 yrs. old  Over 60 yrs. 
old  
 
Please List Ages of Children in Household 
  
______ ______ ______ ______ ______ ______
 ______  
 
Section II: Recreational Programs 
 
The City currently offers the following programs: Adults – volleyball, aquatic exercise, 
swimming for fun and exercise, walking and open gym time; Senior Citizens – aquatic 
exercise, Tai-Chi, and exercise/dance; Youth – summer outdoor program, swimming 
lessons and open swim. 
 
Please list programs that you would like to see continued or ideas for new programs that 
you or your family would participate in if offered. 
 

 Continued Programs        New Programs 

1st  Priority ____________________________     1st  Priority _____________________          

 

2nd Priority ____________________________     2nd Priority _____________________  

 

3rd Priority ____________________________      3rd Priority ______________________  

 
Please indicate how you learned about the existing program(s): 
 
Word of Mouth    Rec. Dept. Mailings    Newspaper    School   Radio   Other 
(Describe Below) 
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________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Section III:  Recreation Facilities 
Facilities 1.  How often do you or your family 

use the following facilities?  Please 
indicate by letter choice below.  
P – Parent, C – Child, F – Family. 

2.  How would you rate the 
condition and maintenance 
of the facilities that you 
have used?  

3. If you have 
disabilities, are the 
facilities 
accessible? 

 Frequently Sometimes Never Excellent Fair Poor Yes No 
Baseball Fields         

River Street Park         
Industrial Park         

Softball Fields         
Hemlock Park         
Industrial Park         

Vogel Park         
Basketball Courts         

Hemlock Park         
Multi-Purpose Path         

Riverwalk         
Northend Riverside Park         

Nature Preserve         
Northend Riverside Park         

Playgrounds         
Hemlock Park         

Linden Street Park         
Library Park         

River Street Park         
Middle Triangle Park         

Restrooms         
Hemlock Park         
Industrial Park         

Mitchell Creek Park         
River Street Park         

Vogel Park         
Soccer Fields         

Industrial Park         
River Street Park         

Swimming Pool         
Community Pool Park         

Tennis Courts         
Hemlock Park         

Picnic Facilities         
Hemlock Park         

Northend Riverside Park         
Mitchell Creek Park         

River Street Park         
Swede Hill Park         
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Horseshoe Pits         
Northend Riverside Park         

 

The City offers a variety of facilities within the park system, for example, ballfields, 
picnic shelters/areas, walking trails, playgrounds, swimming pool, restrooms, tennis 
courts, fishing platforms and soccer fields. 
 
Please tell the City what additional facilities you or your family would use if they were 
added to the park system. 
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

(Name and Address are Optional) 

 

Name:  ______________________________ 

 

Address:  ____________________________ 

                ____________________________ 

                ____________________________ 

 

Thank you for your time!! 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

47  



CITY OF BIG RAPIDS PARKS AND RECREATION MASTER PLAN 2006-2011 

March 1, 2006 
 
 
 
Dave Bee 
West Michigan Region  Planning Director 
820 Monroe NW Suite 214 
Grand Rapids,  MI   49503-1442 
 
 
Dear Mr. Bee: 
 
Enclosed, please find a copy of the 2006 – 2011 Big Rapids Michigan Park & Recreation 
Master Plan.   
 
This plan is a result of a year’s worth of work by city staff and the volunteers of the Big 
Rapids Park & Recreation Board to determine the future needs of parks and recreation in 
the City of Big Rapids.  Results of the plan were derived through public comment via a 
community survey and public hearing.   
 
Should you have any comments or questions regarding this document, please don’t 
hesitate to contact my office. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Timothy J. Vogel 
Director of Public Works 
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March 1, 2006 
 
 
 
Marilyn Vargo 
Mecosta County Zoning Administrator 
14485 Northland Drive 
Big Rapids, MI  49307 
 
 
Dear Ms. Vargo: 
 
Enclosed, please find a copy of the 2006 – 2011 Big Rapids Michigan Park & Recreation 
Master Plan.   
 
This plan is a result of a year’s worth of work by city staff and the volunteers of the Big 
Rapids Park & Recreation Board.  Results of the plan were derived through public 
comment via a community survey and public hearing.   
 
Should you have any comments or questions regarding this document, please don’t 
hesitate to contact my office. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Timothy J. Vogel 
Director of Public Works 
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RESOLUTION NO. 06-29 

Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Harper, the adoption of  
 the following:   

RESOLUTION ADOPTING PARKS AND RECREATION 
PLAN FOR THE CITY OF BIG RAPIDS  

 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids has undertaken a Five Year Parks and  
Recreation Plan which describes the physical features, existing recreation facilities and 
the desired actions to be taken to improve and maintain recreation facilities during the  
 period between 2006 and 2011, and I   

WHEREAS, a public comment session was held February 23, 2006 at City Hall 
to provide an opportunity for citizens to express opinions, ask questions, and discuss all  
 aspects of the Parks and Recreation Plan, and   

WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids has developed the plan for the benefit of the 
entire community and to adopt the plan as a document to assist in meeting the 
recreation needs of the community, and  

WHEREAS, after the public hearing, the Big Rapids City Commission voted to 
adopt said Parks and Recreation Plan.  

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the City of Big Rapids City Commission 
hereby adopts the City of Big Rapids Parks and Recreation Plan as a guideline for 
improving recreation for the residents of the City of Big Rapids.  

Yeas: Brennan, Harper, Hogenson, Rothstein, Burch  

Nays: None  

The Mayor declared the resolution adopted.  

Dated: March 6, 2006  

I, Roberta Cline, Big Rapids City Clerk, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and 
original copy of a resolution adopted by The Big Rapids City Commission at a regular 
meeting thereof held on the 6th day of March, 2006 .  

 .  ~JZ-tL(J ~~  
Roberta R. Cline, City Clerk 03-07-06  
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